
State of Illinois Uniform Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)
Summary Information

Awarding Agency Name Commerce And Econ Opp

Agency Contact Julie Davis (julie.p.davis@illinois.gov)

Announcement Type Modified
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Funding Opportunity Number GMU-H-19-3

Funding Opportunity Title Upgrades to School Crossings, Extension of Bike Paths, and
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Agency-specific Content for the Notice of Funding Opportunity 

 

A. Program Description 

 
This Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) sets forth the requirement of the 2019 Department of 
Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) Grants Management Initiative.  DCEO administers grant 
programs designed for capital improvements as defined within the annual appropriation bill (Public Act 
100-0586) set forth by the Illinois General Assembly.   
 
The goal of this program is to improve the quality of life of Illinoisans. The program’s intent is to provide 
funding for upgrades to school crossings, extension of bike paths, and improvement of the sidewalk ADA 
compliance.  The funded project must meet bondable requirements set forth in 35 ILCS 420 The Capital 
Development Bond Act of 1972       
 
The successful grantee will be required to report on the expenditure of funds and the specific 
improvements rendered as a result of this funding.  Using the Periodic Financial Report (PFR) and 
Periodic Performance Report (PPR) templates, and providing all required detailed supporting information 
including the expense tracking spreadsheet, grantees must be able to relate financial data to performance 
accomplishment that support DCEO’s mission to improve the quality of life for Illinoisans.      

B. Funding Information 

 
This grant program is utilizing state funds appropriated by the Illinois General Assembly as indicated in 

Public Act 100-0586.    

The total amount of grant funds for this award is $100,000.00.   

Applicants must submit a project narrative that describes in detail how the award will be executed. The 
project narrative should include enough information for DCEO to understand the scope of the project, the 
budget, including detailed breakdown of the costs associated with each budget line and any additional 
necessary detail to enable DCEO to manage the grant agreement activity against planned project 
performance. Detailed breakdown of tasks and timeline is required.  The Project Narrative must include 
evidence of need, capacity, quality and societal impact as defined in Section E.1. 
 
The release of this NOFO does not obligate the Department to make an award. 

C. Eligibility Information  

 
An entity may not apply for a grant until the entity has pre-qualified through the Grant Accountability and 
Transparency Act (GATA) Grantee Portal, www.grants.illinois.gov.  Registration and pre-qualification are 
required annually. During pre-qualification, verifications are performed including a check of the federal 
Debarred and Suspended list and status on the Illinois Stop Payment List. An automated email 
notification to the entity alerts them of “qualified” status or informs how to remediate a negative 
verification (e.g., inactive DUNS, not in good standing with the Secretary of State). A federal Debarred 
and Suspended status cannot be remediated. 

 

1. Eligible Applicants include: 

 
Eligible applicants will include cities in Jackson County with a population between 5,000-10,000 
during the 2010 United States Census.  Applicants that do not meet this criterion are ineligible.  
Proof of eligibility is required at the time the application is submitted. 
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The Department complies with all applicable provisions of state and federal laws and regulations 
pertaining to nondiscrimination, sexual harassment and equal employment opportunity including, 
but not limited to: The Illinois Human Rights Act (775 ILCS 5/1-101 et seq.), The Public Works 
Employment Discrimination Act (775 ILCS 10/1 et seq.), The United States Civil Rights Act of 
1964 (as amended) (42 USC 2000a-and 2000H-6), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
(29 USC 794), The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 USC 12101 et seq.), and The Age 
Discrimination Act (42 USC 6101 et seq.). 
 
Failure to meet application criteria by the application deadline may result in the Department 
returning the application without review or may preclude the Department from making the award. 
        

 

2. Cost Sharing or Matching.  

 

This grant opportunity does not include a cost sharing or match option. 
 

3. Indirect Cost Rate.  

This grant opportunity is limited to capital improvement expenses.  The grant will not compensate 

for indirect costs, overhead or administrative expenses associated with the execution of the 

program.  

 

4. Other, if applicable. 

  
Business Enterprise Program:  For grants $250,000 or over, the grantee will be required to 
comply with P.A. 96-1064.  DCEO and the Capital Development Board will work with the grantee 
to ensure compliance prior to the establishment of the grant agreement as well as through the life 
of the grant.   
 
Environmental Review Requirements: Capital grants will be reviewed to determine 
environmental review requirements.  Based on the scope of the project, the grantee may be 
required to complete additional environmental approvals before a grant agreement can be 
initiated.   
 
Applicants may only submit (1) one application for this program. 
 

D. Application and Submission Information 

 

1. Address to Request Application Package.  

 
Grant application forms are available at the web link provided in the “Grant Application Link” field 
of this announcement or by contacting the Program Manager: 
 

Julie Davis 

Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity 

Office of Accountability, Grants Management Unit 

500 E. Monroe 

Springfield, IL  62701 

Tele: 217-524-8452 

Email: Julie.P.Davis@illinois.gov 

2. Content and Form of Application Submission. 
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A standard application package must be submitted and reviewed by DCEO.  Each package 
should contain the following items: 
 

• Uniform Grant Application in fillable PDF format 

• Uniform Budget utilizing the template provided by DCEO for this project.  The entire budget 

with all worksheets included even if the worksheets are not relevant to the grant opportunity 

must be submitted with the application materials.  

• Conflict of Interest Disclosure  

• Mandatory Disclosures 

• Project Narrative – no limit on number of pages, spacing, font, etc. 

 
Each applicant (unless the applicant is an individual or Federal or State awarding agency that is 
exempt from those requirements under 2 CFR § 25.110(b) or (c), or has an exception approved 
by the Federal or State awarding agency under 2 CFR § 25.110(d)) is required to:  

 

• Be registered in SAM before submitting its application.  To establish a SAM registration, go to 
www.SAM.gov and/or utilize this instructional link: How to Register in SAM from the 
www.grants.illinois.gov Resource Links tab; 

• Provide a valid DUNS number in its application; and  

• Continue to maintain an active SAM registration with current information at all times during 
which it has an active Federal, Federal pass-through or State award or an application or plan 
under consideration by a Federal or State awarding agency. The State awarding agency may 
not make a Federal pass-through or State award to an applicant until the applicant has 
complied with all applicable DUNS and SAM requirements and, if an applicant has not fully 
complied with the requirements by the time the State awarding agency is ready to make a 
Federal pass-through or State award, the State awarding agency may determine that the 
applicant is not qualified to receive a Federal pass-through or State award and use that 
determination as a basis for making a Federal pass-through or State award to another 
applicant. 

 

3. Submission Dates and Times.  

 
The application and all required documentation shall be submitted electronically and must be 
received no later than 5:00 p.m. on April 24, 2019.   
 
Failure to meet the application deadline may result in the Department returning application 
without review or may preclude the Department from making the award. 
    
 

4. Intergovernmental Review, if applicable. 

  
N/A 
 

5. Funding Restrictions.  

  
Funding is available for bondable expenditures as described in the Build Illinois Bond Act (30 
ILCS 425).  Pre-award costs are not allowable at the time of the posting of this notice.    

 

6. Other Submission Requirements.  

  
Application materials must be submitted to the Department electronically to the Program 
Manager:  
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Julie Davis 

Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity 

500 E. Monroe 

Springfield, IL  62701 

Tele: 217-524-8452 

Email: Julie.p.davis@illinois.gov 

 

E. Application Review Information 

 

1. Criteria.  

 
Grant proposals will be reviewed on a competitive basis. Each proposal will be scored on a 100-
point scale.  DCEO shall consider the following criteria when evaluating the application submittal: 
 
(50 points) Need – Based on the evaluation of the need within the community relevant to the 
funding opportunity available, a maximum of 50 points may be awarded in this category. 
 
(25 points) Capacity – Based on the scope of work provided, a maximum of 25 points will be 
awarded to the entity which demonstrates the ability to successfully complete the project for 
which the funds were intended within this funding opportunity. 
 
(15 points) Quality – Based on the application packages received, a maximum of 15 points will be 
awarded to the entity that demonstrates the totality of features and characteristics, project or 
product defined in this funding opportunity and the ability to satisfy the requirements.  
 
(10 points) Societal Impact – Based on the application packages received, a maximum of 10 
points will be awarded to the entity that demonstrates the funds will create a positive societal 
impact within the community. 
 

2. Review and Selection Process.  

 
Applications will be graded using the Merit Review Process and scored on the criteria specified in 
Section E.1.  DCEO will designate an Evaluation Committee to grade each application received 
for this funding opportunity.  The final score of each committee member will be calculated and an 
average of all scores will be the final grantee score.  Each applicant will then be ranked by their 
score.  Applicants may utilize the appeal process as stated in the Merit Based Review policy 
available in the Resource Library at www.grants.illinois.gov.    
 

3. Anticipated Announcement and State Award Dates, if applicable.  

 
The Department will process the applications received as soon as possible.  The date of any 
award will depend on the volume of applications received.    The Department reserves the right to 
issue a reduced award, or not to issue any award. 

 

F. Award Administration Information 

 

1. State Award Notices.  

 
After completion of the Merit Review Process, and providing any additional information requested 
by the grantor, the Notice of State Award (NOSA) will be submitted to the awarded grantee. The 
NOSA will specify the funding terms and specific conditions resulting from the pre-award risk 
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assessments and the merit review process. The NOSA must be approved in the GATA Portal by 
an authorized representative of the grantee organization. The NOSA is not an authorization to 
begin performance or incur costs. Unsuccessful applicants will be notified after the acceptance of 
the NOSA. 
 

2. Administrative and National Policy Requirements. Code of Federal Regulations / Title 2 

- Grants and Agreements / Vol. 1 / 2014-01-01194 

 
Grant Award Payment  
 
The grant agreement will specify the payment terms and the payment schedule pursuant to cash 
management requirements as stated in 44 Ill Admin. Code Title 44, Subtitle F, Part 7000 Section 
120.  The Department reserves the right to determine the appropriate payment structure on a 
project-specific basis.  
 
Indirect Cost Rate 
This grant opportunity is limited to capital improvement expenses.  The grant will not compensate 
for indirect costs, overhead or administrative expenses associated with the execution of the 
program. 
 

3. Reporting. 

 
Periodic Performance Report (PPR) and Periodic Financial Report (PFR) 
 
Grantees funded under this program through this NOFO are required to submit in the format 
required by the Grantor, at least on a quarterly basis, the PPR and PFR, the expense tracking 
spreadsheet and any other supporting documents or forms required by the program electronically 
to their assigned grant manager. The first of such reports shall cover the first three months after 
the award begins. Pursuant to 2 CFR 200.207, Periodic Financial Reports shall be submitted no 
later than 30 calendar days following the period covered by the report. Pursuant to 2 CFR 
200.328, Periodic Performance Reports shall be submitted no later than 30 calendar days 
following the period covered by the report. Any additional reporting requirements as a result of the 
risk assessments and merit review will be disclosed in the Notice of State Award (NOSA).   
 
Grantees are required within 60 calendar days following the end of the period of performance to 
submit a final closeout report in the format required by the Grantor.  See 2 CFR 200.343. 
 
Monitoring 
Grantees funded under this program through this NOFO are subject to fiscal and programmatic 
monitoring visits by the Department in accordance with 2 CFR 200.336.  They must have an 
open-door policy allowing periodic visits by Department monitors to evaluate the progress of the 
project and provide documentation upon request of the monitor. Program and fiscal staff will also 
maintain contact with the participating businesses and monitor progress and performance under 
the terms of the agreement(s). The Department may modify grants based on performance. 
 
Audit 
Grantees shall be subject to Illinois’ statewide Audit Report Review requirements.  Terms of the 
Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996 (31 USC 7501-7507), Subpart F of 2 CFR Part 200, and 
the audit rules set forth under the Grant Accountability and Transparency Act shall apply. (See 30 
ILCS 708/65(c) 
 

G. State Awarding Agency Contact(s) 

 
Please direct any questions regarding this NOFO to: 
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Julie Davis 

Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity 

500 E. Monroe 

Springfield, IL  62701 

Phone: 217-524-8452 

Email: Julie.P.Davis@illinois.gov   

H. Other Information, if applicable 

 
This is a one-time initiative designed for capital improvements as defined within the annual 
appropriation bill (Public Act 100-0586) set forth by the Illinois General Assembly.  This notice 
does not obligate the State of Illinois to make any State awards.   
 

 


